PREFACE.

I have to apologize to the public for not having issued
this volume on the Vedanta Philosophy much earlier. It
consists of ten papers, bearing on different aspects of the
Vedanta, which the author, my maternal grandfather, the
late Eao Bahadur Vasudeo Jagannath Kirtikar, contributed
to the " East and West" and the " Indian Eeview3?, during
a period of five years from 1904 to 1909. The introductory
chapter entitled "The Leading Ideas of Vedanta 3? contains
a categorical statement of the contents of that philosophy,
as the author understood it. The Eao Bahadur died in
August, 1911, before he could carry out completely the scheme
which he has outlined in the introductory chapter. I have
endeavoured, with my limited knowledge of the subject, to
elucidate by means of foot-notes those passages in the essays
which seemed to me to require an explanation.

The object of the an.th.or was, as he says in the intro-
ductory chapter, to expound the Vedanta in a language
familiar to modern European tWught, in order to remove
certain misconceptions regarding some of its essential doc-
trines. He profoundly believed that the Vedanta was a
system not only of thought fcut also of life. In his own
life, he earnestly sought to fulfil scrupulously the duties^
which, to use his own words;, the Vedanta enjoins with refe-
rence to man's relations to himself, to his kith. and kin, to
his community, to his country, to the whole of mankind,
nay, to the entire animal', vegetable and mineral kingdoms
as parts of one organism. It was, therefore, not merely
from intellectual conviction, but from practical experience,
that, he felt that the Ved mta, to "use his own words again,